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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. 
Terminal Disclaimer 
The terminal disclaimer filed on 12/14/2007 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of patent no. 
7,083,420 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 
Accordingly, the obviousness-type double patenting rejection set forth in the previous office 
action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-4, 9-13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Ng (US 6,042,478). 

Claim 1 : Ng discloses an interactive, handheld apparatus comprising: a game unit 
housing 50; a display screen 52 on the housing, the display screen configured to display a 
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plurality of images; an electronic position location system, wherein the electronic position 
location system includes a processor that is capable of determining a location of a selected 
region of the display screen (See Col. 6, lines 56-60); a stylus 60 for selecting one or more of the 
plurality of images on the display screen; a directional control pad on the housing (multiposition 
switch 56, see Fig. 1); a memory cartridge devices 81 and 82 comprising computer code, 
wherein the memory device is operatively coupled to the processor (See Col. 3, lines 42-61); and 
a light associated with the stylus (See Col. 6, The game unit displays icons 72 and 73 on LCD 
display 52 to announce the availability of applications for a user to select with a stylus). 
Ng does not explicitly disclose the claimed intended use limitations: "code for an 
educational program" and "to indicate that the stylus is available for use during operation of the 
educational program". However, A recitation directed to the manner in which a claimed 
apparatus is intended to be used does not distinguish the claimed apparatus from the prior art if 
the prior art has the capability to so perform. See MPEP 21 14 and Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 
1647 (1987). In this case, the claimed handheld apparatus is intended for an educational program. 
However, the intended use of the claimed invention does not result in a structural difference 
between the handheld apparatus and the game unit of the prior art, and therefore is not patentably 
distinguishable from the prior art. 

Claim 2: Ng discloses a light (display screen 52) associated with the directional control 
pad 56. It is the examiner's position that the intended use of illuminating the light "to indicate 
that the directional control pad is available for use during operation of the educational program" 
does not result in a structural difference between the handheld apparatus and the game unit of the 
prior art, and therefore is not patentably distinguishable from the prior art. 

Claims 3 and 15: Ng does not explicitly disclose the use of vector graphics. However, 
the Examiner takes official notice that the use of vector graphics is old and well known for being 
advantageous over raster graphics for having smaller file sizes and allowing for photo realistic 
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images. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
graphics described in Ng, by providing vector graphics for the advantages described above. 

Claim 4: Ng discloses a memory device that is a removable cartridge. See Col. 3, lines 

57-61. 

Claims 9-10 Ng discloses a game unit housing 50; a display screen 52 on the housing, 
the display screen configured to display a plurality of images; an electronic position location 
system, wherein the electronic position location system includes a processor that is capable of 
determining a location of a selected region of the display screen (See Col. 6, lines 56-60); a 
stylus 60 for selecting one or more of the plurality of images on the display screen; a directional 
control pad on the housing (multiposition switch 56, see Fig. 1 ); a memory device 81 and 
82comprising computer code, wherein the memory device is operatively coupled to the 
processor; a light associated with the stylus (See Col. 6, The game unit displays icons 72 and 73 
on LCD display 52 to announce the availability of applications for a user to select with a stylus). 

Ng does not explicitly disclose the claimed intended use limitations: code for an 
educational program. However, A recitation directed to the manner in which a claimed apparatus 
is intended to be used does not distinguish the claimed apparatus from the prior art if the prior art 
has the capability to so perform. See MPEP 21 14 and Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 
In this case, the claimed handheld apparatus is intended for an educational program. However, 
the intended use of the claimed invention does not result in a structural difference between the 
handheld apparatus and the game unit of the prior art, and therefore is not patentably 
distinguishable from the prior art. 

Claim 1 1 : Ng does not explicitly disclose an educational program for painting or a game 
that teaches about letters or spelling. However, the Examiner takes official notice that teaching 
a child about painting, spelling, or any other topic is old and well known for exposing a child to 
a variety of topics, and it would have been obvious to an artisan to utilize an educational 
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program of any topic on the apparatus described in Ng, in order to learn about various topics of 
interest. 

Claim 12: Ng discloses a first light associated with the stylus and a second light 
associated with the directional control pad (multiposition switch 56, see Fig. 1. See Col. 6, the 
game unit displays icons 72 and 73 on LCD display 52 to announce the availability of 
applications for a user to select with a stylus. 

Claim 13: Ng does not explicitly disclose a trapezoidal housing. However, it is the 
examiner's position that it would have been an obvious matter of design choice as to the shape of 
the housing, wherein no stated problem is solved or unexpected result is obtained by prescribing a 
trapezoidal housing. 

Claims 5-8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ng (US 6,042,478) in view of Wood et al. (US 6,608,618; hereinafter Wood 

Claim 5: Ng discloses an interactive, handheld apparatus comprising: a game unit 
housing 50; a display screen 52 on the housing, the display screen configured to display a 
plurality of images; an electronic position location system, wherein the electronic position 
location system includes a processor that is capable of detennining a location of a selected 
region of the display screen (See Col. 6, lines 56-60); a stylus 60 for selecting one or more of 
the plurality of images on the display screen; a directional control pad on the housing 
(multiposition switch 56, see Fig. 1); a memory device 81 and 82comprising computer code, 
wherein the memory device is operatively coupled to the processor; a light associated with the 
stylus (See Col. 6, The game unit displays icons 72 and 73 on LCD display 52 to announce the 
availability of applications for a user to select with a stylus). 

Ng does not explicitly disclose control logic configured to control illumination of the 
light, wherein the light is illuminated at specific points during the course of the educational 
game to indicate that the stylus is available for use. However, Wood teaches an interactive 
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apparatus comprising a stylus 35 (see fig. 1), wherein a user is audibly prompted for a response 
with a stylus (marking tool) at specific points during the course of an educational game. See Co. 
5, lines 1-13. Thus, in view of Wood, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to utilize the apparatus described in Ng, for use with an educational program, and providing 
prompts to use the stylus during the educational program, in order to provide an interactive 
device that elicits a response from the user. 

Claim 6: Ng does not explicitly disclose control logic configured to control illumination 
of the light associated with the directional control pad, wherein the light associated with the 
directional control pad is illuminated at specific points during the course of the educational 
game to indicate that the directional control pad is available for use. However, Wood teaches an 
interactive apparatus wherein a user is prompted to select a button during the progression of an 
educational program. See Wood, Col. 5, lines 20-28. Thus, in view of Wood, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the apparatus described in Ng, for use with an 
educational program, and providing prompts to use the directional control pad during the 
educational program, in order to provide an interactive device that elicits a response from the 
user. 

Claim 7: Ng does not explicitly disclose the use of vector graphics. However, the 
Examiner takes official notice that the use of vector graphics is old and well known for being 
advantageous over raster graphics for having smaller file sizes and allowing for photo realistic 
images. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
graphics described in Ng, by providing vector graphics for the advantages described above. 



Claim 8: Ng discloses a memory device that is a removable cartridge. See Col. 3, lines 

57-61. 
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Claim 14: Ng does not disclose the claimed feature of providing a hint button coupled to 
the housing. However, Wood teaches an interactive educational device comprising a hint 
button. See Wood, Col. 5, lines 20-29. Thus, in view of Wood, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the interactive device described in Ng by providing a 
hint button on the housing, in order to provide clues to a user, thereby helping the user learn 
about a given subject. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Ukita (US 5,477,510) - discloses an interactive device with stylus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CAMERON SAADAT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4443. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 -5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/776,0 1 2 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3714 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Cameron Saadat/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
3/14/2008 



